





Why Spinach?

Remember When E. coli 0157
H:1 was Found in spinach In
September 20067

Remember the massive recall
after 3 deaths and 205
lInesses?



The Results?

Spinach sales dropped by over 35% by year end.

50,000 news stories were carried within months of
the recall.

An approximate loss of $100 million in sales.

The tainted bagged spinach was traced back to
13 bags of spinach from a farm in California.

And guess what?
It wasn'’t just California spinach that was affected.



 Dedong Farms in Lansing, lllinois

— In one month after the recall, they had to
destroy approximately $50,000 worth of fresh
spinach because of an FDA ban.

o Grafield Farms in Newfield, Virginia

— Would normally sell $30,000 of spinach a
week during September; sold none.

« Bowen Farm in Kings County, Virginia

— With 300 acres of spinach planted, they were
at risk of losing over $750,000 but were saved
by being able to harvest after the outbreak
source had been located.



G.A.P. 404
Good Agrculttal Practices

What Is/t?
Why:ls It Important?
What IsiHappening n the lndustry/?



GAP — Goeoed Agl Practices

What s GAPZ

It 1S & Fooed! Safety: VManagement Program
that seeks to limit the poessibility: of
microniall contaminatien; in Eresh Produce.

GAP IS a Veluntany/ pregram, at least as far
as USDAor any: Massachusetts' agency. Is
CONCErned.



GAP — Goeoed Agl Practices

Wihere 1s GAP' Cominal Erem?

A guldance document releaseadr joiily: by,
the US Department of Adrculture anadl the
Eeod and DitigrAdministratien's. Center ior
Eeod Safety and Applied Nutrition.




S0...1ff It'S veluntary, WNe cares?

Ihe Buyers.

e companies that pukchase freshfiruit
ave teld the handlers they want GAP
certified vermes;.

The lndustry.

NOrene Wants te) See What happened In the
SpINachiIndusty, RAPPEN I CaNBErTIES.

We do not need anether 1959.



How does one become GAP: certified?

fhe USDA has Iits ownl programn for certification,

NOWEVET this: may. net e accepted: by some
PUYETS.

Independent Contractors offer certification anad
audits, all' off Whichrcost moeney: that Will vary
depending en the Size: of VouIr Operation.

Audits need ter e conducted annually. GARIS
an 0NgeINg Mmanagement practice.



3¢ Party: Audit Firms

primug@ com when food safety counts

GLOBAL G.A.P.

A I B I globalgap.org

WTERNAHONAL

e 1919




Wihere Is CCCGA heading on GAP?

Apnili21, 2008 — Introductery Werkshop
feliowed by In-deptin training Inrearly: May:

Starting June ‘08, grewer technical assistance
threugh USPA'S Rural Development Rural
BUSIAESSs Enterprise Grant Proglralnm.



Matt Gordon

Manager, Agricultural Economic Development

508-759-1041 ext. 19
Mgorden@cranberies.org
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