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Pesticide Record Keeping requirements 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Pesticide Bureau of the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources sets 
under 333 CMR section 10.14 requirements for record keeping in pesticide use.  These 
requirements are set to insure the safety of the applicator and minimize any negative 
impact to the environment be it acute or chronic.  The pesticide bureau also uses these 
records as a means to insure a degree of uniformity in growers’ use of pesticides and as a 
means to enforce suspected violations. 
 
Is there a separate set of requirements for pesticide record keeping at 
the federal level? 
 
In Massachusetts only set of records needs to be maintained, those for the commonwealth, additional documentation 
for the feds is not required. The 1990 Farm Bill established requirements in record keeping in pesticide use at the 
federal level.  However, Massachusetts was one of several states had established such requirements prior to 1990 and 
these regulations were deemed superceding to those enacted by the Farm Bill.  In some ways the initiation of the Farm 
Bill influenced the requirements of the Commonwealth and have been incorporated as state law.  Perhaps the biggest 
influence of the Farm Bill was that it increased the funding of the state pesticide bureau so it could more effectively 
enforce compliance.  Moreover, at the federal level this covers only restricted-use pesticides.  In Massachusetts the 
usage of ALL PESTICIDES must be documented as explained below 
 
Record Keeping Requirements 
 
Massachusetts requires that all certified commercial applicators, certified private applicators, and all licensed 
applicators or their employers, are required to keep true and accurate operational records containing the following 
information on each application of a pesticide. In the exceedingly rare event that farmers without any license are 
applying only non-restricted use pesticides to only their own farms, they are not required to keep records. 

(a) Place of application; 
(b) Date of application/Time of Day; * 
(c) The brand or registered name of the pesticide; * 
(d) The EPA registration number of the pesticide; * 
(e) The amount of pesticide applied; 
(f) Area Treated; * 
(g) The purpose for which the pesticide was applied; 
(h) Method of application; 
(i) The persons certified or licensed by the department who  
      participated in the planning and execution of the application; 
(j) Accidents or incidents resulting from use of a pesticide which caused pollution; 
(k) The amount of liability insurance carried and the name of the insurer; 
(l) Any illness or injuries caused by or suspected to have been caused by pesticides and reported to the 

applicator. 
 
*These items along with Restricted Entry Interval, Re-Entry Time, and Active Ingredient are required to meet 
record keeping requirements for Worker Protection Standards. 

 
333 CMR goes on to add that records of such application must be maintained for a period of at least three years from 
the date of application and shall be made promptly available to appropriate Department officials upon a reasonable 
demand.  Furthermore, in the event of an accident, incident, injury, or illness the Department requires that they be 
notified within 48 hours.   
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